
Anglo- Saxons 
and Vikings

Sticky Knowledge
- They came to Britain from across the North Sea in the middle of the 

5th Century from Scandinavia.
- The Anglo-Saxons were made up of three tribes: the Angles; Saxons; 

and Jutes.
- The Anglo-Saxons lived in tiered societies with the King at the top, then 

the thanes, then the women, then Ceorls, then slaves. They had violent 
ways of maintaining order.

- The Anglo-Saxons divided Great Britain in 5 kingdoms: Northumbria, 
Mercia, Wessex, Kent and East Anglia. 

- The Vikings came from Norway, Sweden and Denmark.
- The lands that the Vikings occupied were known as Danelaw.
- The Saxons and Vikings fought over land. The Vikings were pagans who 

raided Saxon monasteries for gold.
- The Vikings were fierce warriors, they built longships, which were 

designed to sail in both deep and shallow water so that they could get 
close to the shore and sail in rivers to get inland.

Key Vocabulary
Scandinavia
kingdoms

shires
Northumbria
East Anglia

Mercia
wergild

Outlaws- ran from the law.
longboat
longhouse

Sagas- Viking stories
Pagans- Viking religion

raids
Danelaw

Jorvik (York)
Berserkers- Warriors in bear 

skins
Odin- God of Wisom

Saxon Kingdoms

Wergild: Fine payed in 
shillings for harming 
someone else. Figure 

head

sail

oars

shields Longboat

Viking settlements

Longhouse


