
Year 3 – Rocks
Soil A mix of organic 

matter and broken 
pieces of rock.

Organic 
Matter

This is made of 
matter from a 
recently living 
organism.

Organisms A living thing.

Decaying Something that is 
rotting or 
decomposing.

Fossil The preserved remains or traces of a 
dead organism.

Body 
Fossil

The preserved remains of an animal or 
plant.

Trace 
Fossil

The preserved remains of a 
footprint/trail/burrow.

Minerals A solid, natural, inorganic 
substance.

Sedimentary Layers of 
sand/mud/pebbles which 
are squashed over time.

Igneous This is formed when 
magma cools and 
solidifies.

Metamorphic This is formed when rock 
experiences intense heat 
and pressure.


